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HEDITORIAL

We have reached issue 10 of Figurations. It
doesn’t sound very many, but, at only two
1ssugs a year, it means that we have been
going for nearly half a decade. We have re-
ceived many favourable comments — some
people have gone so far as to say that they
look forward to the next issuc! But perhaps
it is time for some brief reflections.

In the editonal comment in the first issue, 1
wrote that ‘it is far from the intention of the
Norbert Elias Foundation, in initiating this
twice-yearly newsletter, to foster a cult of the
dead’. That has at times seermed hard to avoid,
partly because the centenary of Norbert
Elias’s birth fell in 1997, and much space has
been taken up first with anticipating and then
reporting on the numerous conferences that
were held in many parts of the world to mark
the occasion. Besides, recent research by Jorg
Hackeschmidt, Paul Nixon and others has
tumed up interesting new information about
Elias’s life, including the long involverment in
Zionism which, for whatever reason, he later
preferred to deny or at lcast to disguise. So we
have reported all that.

The more general purpose of Figurations,
however, could be defined as being to make
known events and research which are likely
to be of interest ta people who find the work
of Norbert Elias interesting. That, if one re-
flects upon 1t, gives us a rather broad remit.
It means that some of the books und articles
to which we draw attention may not have
been written under the direct influence of
Flias’s writings, may indeed scarccly men-
tion him if at all, but tackle topics cognate
with those raised in his work. Thus, to take
five random examples, we have carmied dis-
cussions of William McNeill’s Keeping
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Together in Time, of Tko Tkegami's The
Taming of the Samurai, of John Powelson’s
Centuries of Economic Endeavour, of
Richard Evans’s Rituals of Retribution, and
(a brief note in this issue) of J.L.. Watson’s
Golden Arches East.

The paradigmatic potential of Elias’s writings
is 50 broad that even the events and publica-
tions which are explicitly driven by ideas de-
nved from his work are amazingly diverse.
Again, to take some random examples from
past issues of Figurations, we can mention
the conference on Tango organised in Oxford
by Esteban Castro, Paul Kapteyn’s book The
Stateless Market about the development of
the European Union, Barbara Walter's article
in this issue on ‘Liturgy and Civilisation’, and
Cas Wouters’s cntique of Duert’s Der
erotische Leth under the saucy title “The in-
verted rue d amonr”. Nor do we always spare
our fhends; 1 still savowr Richard Kilrminster’s
remarks on ‘the heady wine of post-modermn-
ism’ in his report of the conference in Berlin
organised by Theory, Culture and Society,
which has been something like the Eng-
lish-language  house-joumal  for  the
figurational research tradition in recent years.

I should like to thank all who have contrib-
uted to Figurations so far; they have gener-
ally responded well to only the mildest of
bullying. And 1 should like to encourage
many others to submit contributions, or just
to alert us to events, articles or books that
we may otherwise overlook. We need a
network of stringers — as journalists say —to
fill the gaps in our rather hit and miss intel-
ligence-gathering operation. Don’t hesitate
to e-mail us — better to be alerted several
times to the same thing than not at all.

Stephen Mennell

Figurations

B NORBERT ELIAS AMALFI
PRIZE

The Trustees of the Norbert Elias Founda-
tion, in association with the Amalfi Prize
organisation, are pleased to announce the
establishment of the Norbert Elias Amalfi
Prize.

The prize is to be awarded for a distin-
guished first book in Sociology published
in Europe by a European author. It will be
awarded for the first time in 1999 for a book
published in the preceding three calendar
years and thereafter every second year. The
prize is awarded ‘in commemoration of the
sociologist Notbert Clias  (1897-1990),
whose writings, at once theoretical and cm-
piricat, boldly crossed disciplinary bound-
aries i the human sciences to develop a
long-term perspective on the patterns of in-
terdependence which human beings weave
together’.

The winning author will receive DM 3,000,
and with his or her partner will also be invited
to Amalfi at the Foundation’s expense for the
prize-giving ceremony.

B REVIEW SYMPOSIUM

Robert Van Krieken, Norbert Elias. Lon-
don, Routledge, 1998. 212 pp. ISBN:
0-415-10415-7 (hbk); 0-415- 10416-5
{pbk).

The publication of Robert van Krieken's
book in the ‘Key Sociologists’ series of
Routledge indicates that Elias is finally re-
ceiving the widespread attention he deserves.
To some extent, as Van Kricken points out,
responses to Elias have tended to vary be-



tween two diametrically opposed poles: either
uncritical acceptance from loyal followers, of
ungenerous rejection from fervent enemies.
In this book, a very fair balance is success-
fully achieved between these two extremes.
Van Krieken illaminates the many merits of
Elias’s sociological approach in a clear and
concise manner, while also pointing to the
controversial arcas in his work which numer-
ous critics have questioned. He is generous
both to Elias and his opponents, and the result
is a remarkably lucid book which can serve
ot only as a valuable introduction to process-
sociology for those who are newcomers in
this field, but also as a stimulus for criticismn,
debate, and revision amongst scholars who
are already familiar with the study of human
figurations.

Van Kricken argucs that the findamental
achicvermnent of Elias was not so much that he
developed entirely novel ideas, but that he cre-
ated a highly otiginal synthesis of different per-
spectives and traditions: an innovative fusion
which fimdamentally combinexd elermnents such
as Emst Cassirer’s philosophy, the sociologies
of Marx, Simmgl, and Weber, and the psycho-
analytic theorics of Freud. The resultant out-
come was a unigue approach to the study of
human societies which broke down disciplin-
ary boundaries and focused on the interrela-
tions between long-term historical changes in
social organization and the personality struc-
ture, or cmotional ‘habitus’, of individuals.
Van Kricken notes that Elias often tended to
portray himself as a ‘lonely maverick’ who
had successfully developed a new, revolution-
ary vision of sociology largely on his own. To
some extert this is undoubtedly true, 1 the
sense that he did have to fight a long, solitary
battle to defend his views, at a time when
Parsonian structural-functionalism and the ‘re-
treat of sociology into the present’ were domi-
nant. Nevertheless, Van Krieken rightly ques-
tions Elias’s occasional tendency to exaggerate
his sclf-portrayals, and in his book he effec-
tively traces some of the key sources of his in-
spiration, by providing many illustrative quota-
tions with a very “Eliasian’ flavour from Marx,
Cassirer, Freud, and other authors such as Max
Horkheimer, Johan Huizinga, Momis
Ginsbery, William Sumner, Charles Judd, and
Charles Cooley. This intellectual sketch is in-
terwoven with a moving account of Llias’s life
experiences, in which Van Krieken particu-
larly focuses on the tragic death of his mother
in Auschwitz, and his prolonged struggle to
gain recognition as a sociologist.

Van Krieken’s objective is not to provide a
full survey of Elias’s writings, but rather to
present a general account of his approach

B EDITORS’ NOTES

Robert van Kricken tells us that if you look at his new book Nerbert Flias in the
Routledge ‘Key Sociologists’ title page, you’ll see that ‘Key Sociologists” is actu-
ally a sticker over ‘Key Socialists’ — a little Freudian slip on the typesetter’s part. Or
has someone discovered the secret of Norbert’s true political views?

The Norbert Elias Foundation has a new e-mail address. 1t is; norbert.clias. founda-
tHon@wxs.nl

Congratulations to Arpad Szakolczai on his appointment to the chair of sociology at
University College Cork. Arpad, Agnes and the family moved to Ireland from the
EUT in Fiesole over the summer. We are looking forward to reading Arpad’s forth-
coming work on Elias in the context of a whole clutch of twentieth-century theorists
— Weber, Foucault, and Voegelin among them.,

Richard Kilminster's book The Sociological Revolution has been published by
Routledge. A review of this very important work will be published in Figurations
11. Tn the meantime, if you wish to order it the ISBN number is 0-415-02920-1.

In Apnl 1998, the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Amsterdams Sociologisch
Tijdschrift was celebrated at a gathering of past and present editors and contributors,
For a quarter of a century, the journal has maintained consistently high academic
standards, with a strong though not exclusive emphasis on the ‘process’ or
“figurational’ way of doing sociology. Contributions are accepted in English by
non-Dutch authors, though the bulk of the journal is in Dutch (with English ab-
stracts). To subscribe, write to the publishers, Wolters—Noordhof, Postbus 567,
9700 AN Groningen, Netherlands.

Perhaps our policy on reviews requires some explanation. Figurations is a newslet-
ter, not a leamed journal, and we don’t have the resources to organise independent
reviewing of all books in which readers may be interested. 1fauthors send us a copy
of their book, we try to ammange for it to be independently reviewed. But sometimes
it is easier to ask the author o write a brief descriptive and mnformative note about
his or her own work. The main objective s to keep readers aware of the latest books
and articles, by whichever means.

For the first time, this issue of Figurations carrics a paid advertisement. The imme-
diate reason for this innovation was that the Editor did not feel equal to bragging
about his own book, Qur policy on advertising is as yet a little inchoate, but if others
would like to place adverts in future issues, they are welcome to make proposals.

The winner of the competition, announced in Figurations 9, to find the best English
translation of the title of Bram de Swaan's book Mensenmaat- schappij is Bram de
Swaan. He came up with the title Human Arrangements. Since there were no other
cntries, the result was a foregone conclusion,

to sociology, as well as to situate his work

ances, rather than isolated substances or

within contemporary debates. An excel-
lent chapter, entitled “Towards a Theory of
Humuan Socicty’, succinctly outlines
Elias’s vision of sociological theory and
practice: his stress on the unplanned and
unintended outcorne of intentional human
actions; his view of human beings as inter-
dependent, forming ‘figurations’ or net-
works with each other in which psycho-
logical make-up is moulded by webs of
social relations; his focus on ratios or bal-
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states, particularly with regard to his dy-
namic conception of power; his concern
with long-term processes of developmient
and change, rather than static structures;
and finally, his approach to sociology as
the collective attempt gradually to develop
an ‘object-adequate or reality-congruent’
picture of the human world, which offers
us the possibility of maximizing control
over social life and avoiding the outbreak
of destructive conflicts.
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Two further chapters then summarize the
main arguments of Elias’s most important
empirical swdies: The Cowrt Society, The
Chvlizing Process, and The Germans, as well
as his contributions to the sociology of
knowledge, sports, community relations, and
childhood. Throughout the book, Van
Krieken never limits himself to presenting
Elias’s views and accepting them uncritically.
On the contrary, he highlights some of the
more problematic aspects of his work: the fact
that his theory of civilizaion and
state-formation seems to clash with the an-
thropological evidence about stateless,
pre-industrial societies; the unresolved prob-
lemn of “civilised barbarism’, or ‘decivilising
processes”; the possibility that he overempha-
sized blind, wnintended processes over inten-
tional action, or ‘civilising offensives’; the
lack of clarity about what cxactly are his
episternological criteria for ‘object-adequacy’
or ‘reality-congruence’, as well as the ambi-
guity surrounding the ethical or political
standpoint of his sociology, i.e. who gains
control over whom through the achieverment
of emotionally ‘detached” knowledge?

The author also suggests that, in Elias, one
stilt finds a musguided continuation of the
Hobbesian epposition between ‘nature’ and
‘society’, due to his constant stress on the so-
cially acquired ‘restraints’ which have to tame
aggressive hurnan tendencics. With regard to
this tssue, however, | think Van Krieken is
mistaken, for at least in some of the works
which he does not discuss, such as the essay
‘On Human Beings and their Emotions’, as
well as “The Symbol Theory’, Elias specifi-
cally argues that the classic dichotomy be-
tween ‘nature’ and ‘society’, or ‘nature’ and
‘culture’, 1s totally inaccurate, and must be re-
placed by conceptualizing human life as an
ongoing process in which natural capacities
and tendencies continuously interlock with
social learning experiences. According to
Van Krieken, ‘Elias’s own theoretical posi-
ton is that hurman habitus is socially consti-
tuted” (p.133), but a more accurate statement
of his position would be to say that the
*habitus’ evolves out of the intertwining of bi-

stated that there was no opposition between
‘nature’ and *society’, since newbom human
beings cannot survive outside of a social unit
in which they are fed, protected, loved, and
taught how to orientate themselves by others,
through the acquisition of symbols.

Van Krieken’s fundamental conclusion, in
any case, is that Elias’s views are by no
means settled, but that on the contrary, there
15 much room for refinement and correction
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through firrther research. In the end, this is
undoubtedly the best homage one can pay
to hirn. After all, it was Elias who always
stressed that he, like all scientists, was sim-
ply one link in a fong historical chain of hu-
man generations, who are gradually accu-
mulating and improving their knowledge
about the world through constant investiga-
tions and revisions.

Pablo Jauregui

Department of Social and Political
Sciences

European University Institute Florence

This timely small volume appears in the
Routledge series ‘Key Sociologists’ and is
intended as a basic introduction and
contextualisation of Elias’s approach. As
such it is comprehensive and concise, as
one would expect, while containing ele-
ments of onginality. For example: Van
Krieken chooses an order of presentation
where the substantive themes of Elias’s
work - the most notable of which is, of
course, the civilising process itsclf — do not
take precedence over theoretical and meth-
odological questions. This runs somewhat
counter to Elias’s own style, where theory
was rarely ‘self-consciously presented as
such’, and to the format that previous intro-
ductions have tended to adopt. After an “In-
tellectual Sketch” (chapter 2), the author
moves to elucidating Elias’s position in re-
lation to classic sociological problems (e.g.
the structure/agency dichotomy, the ‘prob-
lem of order’) and introduces key concepts
such as ‘process’, “figuration’, ‘interdepen-
dence’, “habitus’, and ‘object-adequacy’.
Van Krieken here stresses the originality in
Elias’s approach is perhaps not so much the
concepts themselves, as the synthesis he
achieved through the constant reference to
a historical dimension; this synthesis, in
tutm, transiates into a specific attitude - set
of concerns, commitments or visions — in
relation to both social and sociological
problems (this attitude, it 1 may call it so,
becomes the object of a broader critical as-
sessment in the final chapter of the book).
This format — where Elias’s language is ex-
plicitly considered against the wider back-
ground of sociological thought - allows the
reader to see at once both the
embeddedness and the particularity of his
approach, and to appreciate the full signifi-
cance of the terms he chose in preference to
miore conventional ones. Only at this point
does the book move on to the theme of
‘civilising processes’ (chapter 4) and its ex-
tensions into the sociology of knowledge,
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of sport and leisure, and of childhood {chapter
35). The concluding section of each chapter is
devoted to a lucid discussion of ‘critiques’,
usefully summarised mto a number of key
points. These inchude a review of the chal-
lenges posed by Hans-Peter Duerr — espe-
cially useful since they are still mostly not
translated — and a discussion of Flias’s under-
standing of the politics of knowledge. Espe-
cially in this last domain, addressed again in
the conchuding chapter, Van Kricken rightly
detects persisting ambiguities and unrcsolved
tensions in Elias’s thought; as a related point,
the author mentions the near total lack of an
explicitly gender-conscious appraisal of Elias,
which may draw out hitherto neglected fea-
tures of his arguments. The book closes with
a note on ‘reading Elias’ that will guide new-
comers to his vast body of work. To con-
clude, in my view Van Krieken thoroughly
succeeds in providing a ‘critical understand-
ing’ of the work of Elias, fair to both Elias and
his critics, that points to the singularity of his
approach and to the wide applicability of his
concepts, without glossing over any of the
difficulties that remain. For this reason, the
book is to be welcomed not only by those
who know little or nothing of Elias’s ideas,
but also by those who seek a guide to prob-
lematic aspects of his theory that call for fur-
ther consideration, development, or correc-
tion. The focus on these critical aspects, 1
believe, will draw more readers to Elias rather
than the contrary.

Monica Greco
Goldsmiths College
University of London

M RECENT BOOKS AND
ARTICLES

Michael Schriter, Erfahrungen mit
Norbert Elias: Gesammelte Aufsitze [Ex-
periences with Notbert Elias: Collected Es-
says]. Frankfurt am Main: Suhrkamp, 1997,

After having translated a significant part of
the writings of Anna Freud, Michael



Schrijter came to work as a translator and
soon also as an cditor for Norbert Elias.
Their relationship, from 1976 until 1990,
when Elias died, had an intensity that I used
to envy. They had lengthy arguments, they
sometimes quarrclled. Whereas with me
(and with other fricnds) Norbert could end a
conversation by agrecing to disagree, by
saying ‘No Cas, you don’t understand’, or
simply by subtly changing the subject, he
would not do that with his translator and ed-
itor. In the course of this rclationship,
Schriter developed an intimate knowledge
of both the work and the person of Norbert
Elias. This is demonstrated in the two parts
of this book: in the first part Schréter ap-
plies and discusses Eliag’s theory and anal-
ysis of civilising processes; in the second
part he gives an account and a psychoana-
lytical interpretation of his experiences with
Norbert Elias as a person. In both parts, he
contributes original findings to the theory in
a style of writing that is exceptionally clear
and often exciting,

The chapters in the first part can be read as
extensions of Schréter’s book on medieval
marnage (Wo zwei zusammenkommen in
rechter Efe, Suhrkamp 1985), a book that
in my view descrves no less attention than
the famious one by George Duby. The first
chapter of the present book decals with
changes in the social regulation of scxuai
behaviour from the thirteenth to the six-
teenth century, using new sources that
show how fruitful it is to focus on the con-
nection between state formation and affect
control. Whereas early mechanisms of con-
ol mostly centred on direct guarding - in
matters of sexuality this mainly meant the
supervision of women — later the ‘social
constraint towards sclf-constraint’ intensi-
fied. From examples of ‘The Wildness and
Taming of the Erotic Look among German
Nobility in the Thirteenth Century’, the sec-
ond chapter presents a new and interesting
demonstration of a change in this direction,
establishing and enforcing inhibitions be-
tween the “stimulus’ of an erotic look and
sexual seizurc as a ‘response’. The third
chapter takes issuc with Hans-Peter Duerr,
who n all four volumes of his The Myth of
the Civilising Process describes similarities
through time and place in standards of
shame, without taking any notice of differ-
ences between and developments in the re-
lationships of power and dependency be-
tween men and women, or more gencrally
between established and outsiders, nor of
the processes of social shaming effected in
those relationships. An example of the sig-
nificance of these processes is that in figu-

rations with an uneven balance of power
where, accordingly, the principle of mutual
consent is not solidly anchored in the social
code, women do not dare to look at men
who are strangers to them, and certainly not
into their eyes, as this is usually interpreted
as an open invitation to scxual advances.
Schriter clearly shows in his fowrth chapter
that empirical demonstrations of civilising
spurts are possible, in a detailed study of
‘the tntimisation of wedding nights’. The
last chapter of the first part consists of three
short articles — on marmiage, fatherly love
and abortion — in which the same perspec-
tive is fruitfully used to understand some
actuai developments.

The second part of this book consists of
three chapters in which Schréter aims at es-
tablishing connections between the work of
Norbert Elias, the author, and the personal-
ity or - better — the process of Norbert Elias
as a human being, It is richly sprinkled with
various personal observations, connecting
them to drives and motives in Elias’s work.
He observes, for instance, how Elias was
pressured by his austere conscience con-
stantly to revise his manuscripts, leaving
many unfinished and habitually failing to
meet deadlines, while at the same time thus
process of going over and over the same
manuscript also had a creative aspect as it
cnabled him to keep in touch with deeper
(preconscious) layers, allowing associa-
tive-productive ways of thinking, From the
cxample of Elias, Schriter makes some sig-
nificant, more general, obscrvations on cre-
ative processes {including sublimation).

The last chapter, longer as well as morc
personal than the others, is centred on the
question why Elias needed an editor, While
the other chapters represent revised reprints
of carlicr publications, this one was espe-
cially written to conclude the book. Of its
three chronological sections, the first one
(1972-76) descrbes how and why Schréter
came to work with Elias. The next scction
{1976-78) deals with the rapid transition
from translator to private assistant. Al-
though he experienced the latter position to
a large extent as being a living dictaphone,
Schroter was at the same time fascinated by
the magic of creativity, which in Elias had a
certain  playfulness. The third section
{1982-90) is proudly entitled “Nine Books
in Eight Years’. To produce these books,
Schriter had to invade Elias’s habitual pri-
vacy, which put the latter’s confidence and
self-restraint to the test. The story of how
these books arose out of the co-operation
and opposition between the author and his
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editor I found fascinating, Schriter presents
this book as his contribution to the Elias
centenary and, at the same time, he presents
a summation of what he calls the “Elias
chapter’ of his professional life. After Elias
died, Schroter finished editing Fhas’s book
on Mozart, but he and the Norbert Elias
Stichting could not come to an agreement
about continuing this kind of work. He then
turned to his old interest and today he has
also made a name for himself as an histori-
cal sociologist of psychoanalysis. In this
way, he continues to elaborate Elias’s em-
pirically orientated synthesis of sociology,
psychoanalysis and history.

Cas Wouters
University of Utrecht

Farhad Dalal, Taking the Group Seri-
ously: Towards a Post-Foulkesian Group
Analytic Theory. London: Jessica Kingsley
Publishers, 1998. ISBN [ 85302 642 5.

Farhad IDalal is a training group analyst and
supervisor for the institute of Group Analy-
sis, London. He is in private practice as a
psychotherapist and group analyst, and is a
member of the North East London Psycho-
therapy and Counselling Association and
the Group Analytic Nerwork. In this impor-
tant book, he offers a critique and extension
of the work of S.H.Foulkes, arguing that
Foulkesian group analysis has yet to con-
struct a coherent group analytic paradigm
that gives ontological priotity to the idea of
a group over that of individuals, and thus
take the notion of the group seriously. The
author draws out two Foulkesian theories,
one that is orthodox and remains in the indi-
vidual psychoanalytic frame, and one that is
radical and is used as the basis of a radical
theory of groups. He proposes that Foulkes
himself was unable to break free of his Frend-
ian antecedents, and that the basis of a group
analytic paradigm is to be found n the work
of the sociologist Norbert Elias rather than
Foulkes.

The book offers the philosophical and
metapsychological  foundations of a
post-Foulkesian group analytic paradigm.
Critical in this new account are the roles given
to power relations, the social, and the history
of social groups. One outcome of this is that
the therapeutic project of group analysis is
broadened to take account of notions of idecol-
ogy and the roles they play in the structuring
of the psyche. Drawing from a broad base of
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material that includes the psychoanalytic the-
ories of Freud, Klein, Matte-Blanco,
Winnicott and Fairbairn, the work also incor-
porates insights from a number of disparate
fields — discourse theory, evolutionary biol-
ogy, philosophy and sociology — which are
usexd to extend and develop the Foulkesian
notion of the social unconscious. These ideas
are used to rethink a number of central con-
cepts in psychoanalysts and group analysis —
for example group processes, the matrix,
identity, the unconscious and the supetego.
The domains of ‘race” and racism are used as
a test ground for the ideas being developed,
and this in tum sheds new light on notions of
sirnilarity and difference.

Contents: Foreword by Malcolm Pines; Intro-
duction,; Chapter 1: Freud, Chapter 2: Foulkes;
Chapter 3; Interlude between Foulkes and
Elias; Chapter 4: Elias; Chapter 5: Biology;
Chapter 6: Elements of a Post-Foulkesian
Group Analytic Theory

Pieter Spierenburg (ed), Men and Vio-
lence. Gender, Honour and Rituals in
Modern Europe and America. Columbus,
OH: Ohio State Urnuversity Press, 1998. vii
+ 279 pp.

It is increasingly acknowledged that study-
ing gender also means posing the problem
of male culture and masculinity. This vol-
ume explores a crucial feature of male cul-
tures: violence. Intimately related to male
violence were notions of honour and the rit-
uals they generated. Essays written by nine
scholars shed light on these issues from dif-
ferent angles. They cover a period from the
seventeenth century to the twenticth, in Eu-
rope and America. The introduction pro-
vides a long-term perspective, focusing on
honour, gender and the body. It cmphasises
that conceptions of honour do change, cre-
ating the conditions under which male cul-
tures may become less violence-prone. For
its argument, the introduction (as well as
some of the other contributions) relies,
among others, on the theoretical work of
Elias.

The duel, a major example of ritualised male
violence, was revived in the nationalist
world of the late nineteenth century. Its prac-
titioners were respectable bourgeois men,
who fought ‘ctvilised’ ducls often involving
little bloodshed. The popular — that is,
lower-class ~ duel is a novcl historical dis-
covery. Honour codes were crucial in the

Issue No. 10 Novernber 1998

popular duel, too, but it was fought with
knives. The evidence on ritual knife fights
enhances our understanding of lower-class
people’s own conceptions of honour. With
firemen’s violence, Antebellum America
witnessed a collective form of the popular
duel. The final part discusses the role of the
state, curbing male violence in England, but
condoning the temror of lynching in the
Postbellum South. To see why lynching oc-
curred requires attention to traditional no-
tions of honour and masculinity among
whites. Thus, the analyses of duels and
lynchings are mutually enlightening.

This volume may appeal in particular to an-
thropologists studying honour, and, be-
cause of its focus on masculinity, to every-
one dealing with gender issues, including
women’s history. Other readers of Figura-
tions may be atiracted to the volumc’s
Eliasian focus on long-term change.
Finally, this book hopes to provide a histor-
ical background 1o discussions about vio-
lence in contemporary society.

Contents: Pieter Spierenburg, Introduction:
Masculinity, violence and honour: The
Long Term; Ute Frevert, The taming of the
noble ruffian: Male violence and duelling
in early modern and medemn Germany; Ste-
ven Hughes, Men of steel; Duclling, hon-
our and politics in liberal Haly; Robert Nye,
The end of the modern French duel; Pieter
Spterenburg, Knife fighting and popular
codes of honour in early modem Amster-
dam; Daniele Boschi, Homicide and knife
fishting in Rome, 1845-19i4; Amy
Greenberg, Fights/fires: Violent firemen in
the nineteenth-century American city; Mar-
tin Wiener, The Victorian criminalisation
of men; Stephen Kantrowitz, White su-
premacist justice and the rule of law:
Lynching, honour and the statc in Ben
Tillman’s  South  Carolina, Terence
Finnegan, “The equal of some white men
and the superior of others’: Masculinity and
the 1916 lynching of Anthony Crawford in
Abbeville County, Seuth Carolina.

Sue Dopson, Managing Ambiguity and
Change: the Case of the NHS, Macmillan,
1997, 172pp.

The central object of this book is to address
some of the more theoretical issues in-
volved in the analysis of ‘managed social
change’, that is to say, change which has
been deliberately initiated with the specific
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objective of achieving some formally stated
policy goal. The vehicle chosen by Dopson
to explore these theoretical issucs is the in-
troduction of general management in the
British National Health Service (NHS) fol-
lowing the publication of the Griffiths Re-
port. Dopson’s book will be of interest to
process sociologists since it is one of the
relatively few books which uses a
figurational approach to understand organi-
sational change and health care systems.

Dopson’s analysis is firmly grounded in a
longitudinal  and qualitative approach
which involved, amongst other sources of
data collection, detailed and repeated inter-
views with twenty newly appointed district
general managers. Her central finding —
and it is this which forms the focus of her
book — is that the implementation of gen-
eral management within the NHS did not
work out in the way in which its architect,
Sir Roy Griffiths, or the government had in-
tended; there were a numbcer of unantici-
pated consequences of the introduction of
general management and, at least in some
cascs, these were not only unexpected but
were actuatly the opposite of what had been
intended and hoped for by those responsi-
ble for imtiating these changes.

These unanticipated outcomes are perhaps
best illustrated by Dopson’s case study of the
implementation by ong general manager of a
strategy designed to improve mental health
services in his district. The strategy was de-
veloped following criticism of the existing
provision and was intended, amongst other
things, to shift the balance of care away from
a hospital-based service; to develop the local
community as a resource in the provision of
psychiatric care; to reduce the centrality of
psychiatrists and increase the involvement of
para- and social work professions in the pro-
vision of care; and to establish the new dis-
trict manager’s authority by demonstrating
the cffectivencss of the new management
stacture. However, the planned strategy was
successfully resisted both by seniar consul-
tants and by members of the local commu-
nity. As a consequence, both the continued
importance of the “hospital approach’ o men-
tal health care and the continued power of
doctors to influence the outcome of change
were  emphasised; members of the
para-professions and social services were
marginalised and became disaffected; many
members of the local community became
more hostile towards plans for care in the
community; and the authority of the new gen-
eral manager and the value of the new man-
agement structure were called into question.



The question then arises of how we can best
account for the gap between the intentions
and aspirations expressed in the Griffiths
Report, and what the introduction of gen-
eral management was able to deliver.
Dopson notes that those who have written
about managerial change, both within the
health service and more generally, have
usually chosen to emphasisc the degree to
which ‘effective’ managers can manage
change so that, within fairly narrowly de-
fined limits, the outcomes are more or less
those which were intended. The idea that
‘good” managers can effectively control
what happens within their organisations is,
of course, a longstanding part of manage-
ment ideology. The reality, however, as
Dopson convincingly demonstrates, is that
particularly in large organisations, manag-
ers are involved in complex and far-flung
networks of interdependency of which they
are only partially aware and which they are,
as individuals, unable to control.

It is thus important to understand these unan-
ticipated outcormes of complex process of
change not as outcomes which occur when,
atypically, ‘something goes wrong’, but as the
nomal outcomes of the processes of policy
formation and implementation. In seeking to
understand the normality of these unantici-
pated outcomes, Dopson draws upon Elias’s
work on the complex interrelationship be-
tween planned and unplanned processes of
change and, in particular, his work on games
models; indeed, her application of Elias’s
games models to understanding ‘managed
change’ is an excellent illustration of how
useful the games models can be in shedding
light on an empirical problem. In this respect,
it can be said that Dopson’s book makes a
valuable and distinctive contributton both to
figurational sociology, and to our understand-
ing of health care management, and indeed
wider organisational, issucs.

Ivan Waddington
Centre for Research into Sport and Socicty,
University of Leicester.

Michael Kriger, Korpertwlir und
Nationsbildung: Die Geschichte  des
Turnens in der Reichsgriindungsdra — eine
Detailstudie  tiber  die  Deutschen.
Schomdort: Verlag Karl Hoffman, 1996,
pp. 445 ISBN 3-7780-6731-1

Michael Kritger researches into the devel-
opment of the German Turn-movement

during the nineteenth century - especially
within the period of the Reichs-
griindungsdra (1860-1870; foundation of
the German Empire 1871). He deals with
the subject of the social differentiation pro-
cess of Turnen, and how the Turn move-
ment was involved in the formation of the
(German nation and state whilst being active
as a culmral and political group. The author
cmploys a three stage model of develop-
ment as a framework: (1) the early
Turn-movement of Jahn including the first
Turn-club period (about 1820-1840); (2)
politicisation of the Turn-movement culmi-
nating during the revolution of 1848-49;
(3) adaptation of the Turn-movement to the
so-called Restoration, and its increasing in-
tegration into the Reichs- griindungsdra.

Kriiger conceptualises his historical analy-
sis as grounded methodologically on a Ais-
tory of society (Gesellschafis- geschichte),
He looks for and emphasises ‘models of so-
cial relations’, oriented towards Norbert
Elias’s theory of the civilising process, ap-
plying this concept as an open method for
the interpretation of historical sources. Em-
ploying these methodological principles
Kriiger inquires by means of detailed and
systematic analysis into documents, books,
contributions up to practical and theoretical
‘coneepts of bodily movements® grounded
on Twrn-activities. The author presents and
sums up the results of his studics on two
connected levels.

{1} The effects of the Turn-movement relat-
ing to nation building in Germany
{1860-1870) had been the following (pp.
416-22). Turnen cstablished a central so-
cial factor of the ‘bourgeois club character’
in general {institutionalis- ation of corre-
sponding values/norms); Zwrn-clubs had
been founded as social spaccs of affecting
national identity (‘we feeling'), develop-
ment of primarily bourgeois oriented aims
of culture and education combined with
forms of ‘civil militarisation”; Turn-clubs
offered soctal spaces to lower middle class
persons and craftsmen where they could
have experiences based on the ‘idea of na-
tion” as a ‘matter for all people’; members
of the Turnclubs and teachers in schools
created patterns of a ‘national education’
involved in a programme of a ‘general edu-
cation”; in this respect they started and dif-
ferentiated processes of pedagogisation, ra-
tionalisation, scientification, professionali-
sation within the fields of Turnen (clubs,
schools); Turn-movement institutionalised
forms of communication wherein people
overcame cultural traditions, and explored
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advanced possibilities of communication;
within this process of personal and social
emancipation they created a ‘national body
language’ of a peaceful Twmen, playing,
dancing, and at the same time of ‘aggres-
sive, paramilitary exercises’ referring to the
idea of a Volksheer (people’s army).

(2) The Twm-movement generated a specific
expression of ‘Genman Habitus’. They
formalised and transformed Turn-behaviour
towards civilised standards which on the one
hand had been grounded on “secondary mili-
tary virtue’. But during the period of establish-
ing the ‘German Empire’ (1860-1871) the
members of the Tiwrn-movement did not
maintain its political finction which they had
realised during the revolutionary phase (cul-
minating in 1848-49). Increasingly they be-
came political outsiders, and shifted from a
former political opposition to a state support-
ing national and cultural group dominated by
males. They adapted to the Witheminisches
FEstablishment (Kaiser Wilhelm [), and did
not co-operate with ideologically advancing
groups such as the workers’ movement
(which included Turnen and Sport) or politi-
cally liberal opposition organisations (18380s,
1890s).

Here I cannot give a more detailed critical
acknowledgement of Kriiger’'s study. But 1
can say that the author makes a major con-
tribution to historical, cultural, and social
research into the German urn-movement
in the nineteenth century. The work is
historiographically excellent, elaborated
and systematically differentiated. But, al-
though he refers in outline to Elias’s theery
of civilisation, Kriiger does not conceptual-
ise methodological consequences. It is not
sufficicnt to mention and apply sociological
process terms at the beginning and end of
an inquiry. One has to transform them into
theoretically and empirically employable
research methods. On the basis of Kriiger's
historically important contribution to the
German Tuwrngeschichre, further sociologi-
cal investigation into the social field of
sports history ought to be pursued

Bero Rigauer
Carl-von-Ossietzky Universitit Oldenburg

Monica Greco, lliness as a Work of
Thought — A Foucauldian Perspective on
Psychosomatics London: Routledge, 1998,

As the subtitle indicates, the book adopts a
methodological perspective based on the
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work of Michel Foucault, Fans of Elias,
however, will find here an entire chapter
{chapter 1) devoted to comparing Elias and
Foucault on the different ways in which
each of their approaches may inflect the
question; What makes ‘psychosomatic itl-
ness’ a specifically modern problem?
Figurational perspectives are also discussed
in chapter 8, as a way of contextualizing
new forms of emotional scli-management
and pathology.

Stefanie  Ernst,  Machtbeziehungen
zwischen den Geschlechtern: Wandlungen
der Ehe im ‘Prozess der Zivilisation '
(Power Relations between the Sexes:
Changes in Marriage in the ‘Civilising Pro-
cess’). Opladen: Westdeutscher Verlag,
1996, 192 pp. ISBN: 3-531-12803-5

Stefanie Emst’s rescarch topic is the chang-
ing power relation between the sexes,
which she traces by analysing an institu-
tionalised form of this relationship: mar-
riage. Her detailed research covers the de-
velopment of different, partly competing
forms of marriage from the early Middle
Ages up to the present. Marmiage is Emst’s
focus because it ‘reflects the inequality be-
tween the sexes which is socially embed-
ded within law, economy, norms and world
views' (p. 40; translation HH.) The first
chapter serves to establish the theoretical
framework of her study: the relationship
between the sexes 1s defined as a changing
power balance, using Elias’s relational con-
cept afier contrasting it with Weber’s clas-
sic approach and Luhmann’s more recent
concept of power as a medinm of commu-
nication. This relational concept of power
allows her to analyse the relationship be-
tween the sexes, on the basis of Elias’s the-
ory of civilising processes, in interdepen-
dence with social changes, applying a
process-sociological method. Chapter 2, as
the major part of the empirical study, de-
scribes the socio- and psychogencsis of
marniage from feudal knightly society, to
absolutist court society and, finally, bour-
geois socicty, successfully linking the
changes in marriage with the social pro-
cesses of state formation and the inter-
twined processes of increasing drive and af-
fect control by concentrating on  two
functions of marriage: marriage as an eco-
nomic combination and as a relationship
serving to organise sexual and affective neads
and behaviour, This miakes it possible to bring
out the power balances between men and
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women both on a social and on an
intra-marital level, linking a micro- and a
macro-perspective. One of her central theses
deals with the ambivalent role of the Church
in respect to the position of women: marriage
is crucial to the power contest between the
church and the secular upper class. The form
of marriage pushed through by the church re-
duces male sexual privileges and increases
the value of martied women, yet it also passes
on the contermpt for women by marking them
as more liable to sin and reinforces the subor-
dinated economic and social positon of
women. Absolutist socicty allows a small
change of the power balance in favour of
women mainly duc to the pacification and
civilisation of affects reducing the use of
physical violence, yet this is taken back by
bourgeois society, where the ideal of love im-
plies the complete devotion of women.

Chapter 3 gives a comparatively short yet
comprehensive survey of both emancipatory
movements and ongoing discrimination on a
social level, and conflicting expectations
within the personality structures of men and
women. A bref summary and prospective
look forward at firther developments on the
basis of increasing unemployment conclude
the study. With her analysis of the changing
power balances between men and women,
Ernst fills in an almost “blind spot” of Elias’s
The Civilising Process, using both his initial
thoughts and scattered remarks and his
method to give an extensive account of these
changes and thus developing firther his the-
ory of civilising processcs. She also contrib-
utes significantly to feminist theories in con-
ceptualising the relationship between the
sexes as an uncqual, but non-static, relational
power balance, and gives a framework for
analysing this power relation and the role of
marriage in a civilising process that is still
‘under way’.

Heike Hammer
University of Hamburg

Paul Nixon, Socialiny-Music Dance: Hu-
man Figurations in a Transylvanian Valley.
Skrifter fran Institutionen for Musikvetenskap
34, Gothenburg: Giteborgs Universitet 1998,
Xxvii + 636 pp. ISBN: 91 85974 49-8; ISSN:
0348-0879, Price Stg £30.00 + p.& p.

This book is an attempt to break new ground
in its appraisal of communist and
post-communist figurations: it acknowledges
complex human inter- weavings bound up in
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structures surrounding and supporting ver-
nacular imaginative expression; it identifies
satisfactions, pleasures and frustrations, the
implementation and collapse of authoritarian
designs on music-making and dance m
changing forms of personal relations, shifting
power balances over the period 1979 1995. It
is written primarily for process-sociological,
anthropological, socio-musicological, and
socio-choreological specialists, though dis-
cussions hold something also for students of
other historically-sensitive disciplines.

The author secks to combine regional inves-
tigation with illumination of intricacies ema-
nating from government and international
relations. First-hand experience of State
Folklorsm throughout 1979 led to a counte-
nancing of the dogmatic character of Marx-
ist-Leninist social policy in general, Roma-
nian isolation from theoretical questions
explored elsewhere, and researchers’ inabili-
ties to investigate iroubled estab-
lished-and-outsiders legacies between Hur-
garian-speaking and Romanian-speaking
villagers; and between those groups and set-
tied communities of Gypsies, providers of
music-making at dances convened for the
pleasure of majority populations.

A multi-stranded cnquiry is engaged in an at-
tempt to achieve sociological synthesis.
Bridging macro levels of communist
didacticisms and micro levels of village life,
tensions of power holds and mutual identfi-
cation are observed between interdependent
groups. The approach amplities ethnographic
materials from Béla Bartdk and extends
Norbert Ehias’s perceptions of civilising pro-
cesses. Social adaptations arc charted, far
from uniform ideals, expectations and toler-
ances that emerged during fieldwork. And
sentiments of aversion, pride, envy, fear, col-
lective self-love, hatred of other groups, dc-
fensiveness of or conternpt for varying atti-
tudes to wviolence, body-washing, dietary
habits, cxcretory practices, amatory customs
and pair-formation, socially-approved cxcite-
ment arousal, extrovert funerary conventions,
Communist Party edicts receive operational
attention, manipulative strategies which could
not be discussed with many Romanian and
Western social scientists until the mid-1990s,
for example, the politicisation of Folklore
during the period 1948-1989, and distorted
accounts of Transylvanian history.

This sociology of knowledge approach 1s
little encountered in area-studies reports of
aesthetic activity; nor in accounts of Lenin-
ist socictics and the hectic flux which has
characterised collapse of dictatorial struc-



tures. How far this book achieves its ambi-
tious objective in venturing across special-
ist fields is not something on which critics
are likely to agree. It will have done much
of its work if it points the way for other
non-idealising past-and-present syntheses
which address the dynamics of political
centralism and monopolistic demands on
artistic expression as well as elucidating
multi-personal relations at face-to-face
level.

Copics of the book may be ordered from
the author: Dr Paul J. Nixon, Faculty of So-
cial and Political Sciences, University of
Cambridge, Free School Lane, Cambridge
CB2 3RQ. E-mail; pn203(@cam.ac.uk

John Rundell and Stephen Mennell, eds,
Classical Readings in Culture and Civilisation,
London: Routledge, 1998. wviii + 248pp.

ISBN: 0415-10516-1 (HB}; 0-415-10517-x

(PB).

This book traces the genealogy of intellectual
debates about ‘civilisation’ and ‘culure’ in
Britaiti, France, Germany and America from
the late eighteenth to the mid-twentieth cen-
tury. It includes excerpts from the writings of
Kant, Ferguson, Jefferson, Tocqueville,
Schiller, Nietzsche, Simmel, Thomas Mann,
Freud, Durkheim and Mauss, Lucicn Febvre,
Robert Park and Norbert Elias.  Pethaps of
particular interest is the long 1921 essay by
Alfred Weber in which he sketches what was
to become Kulturgeschichre als Kultur-
saziologie (1935). Remarkably little of Al-
fred Weber’s work has appeared in Lnglish
translation; the typescript of this essay, trans-
lated by Roosevelt’s Works Progress Admin-
istration in the 1930, languished unpublished
at Columbia University for more than half a

century.

Jean-Bernard Quédraogo, Violences et
communautés en Afrique nofre. [Violence
and Commumity in Black Africa] Pans,
L’Harmattanr, 1997. 240pp. ISBN:
2-7384-5848-3

The subtitle of this illuminating study is “The
Comoé region between modes of competi-
tiont and logics of destruction”. It takes its de-
parture from the 1995 inter-communal mas-
sacres in Burkina-Fasso but goes on to draw
on a wealth of historical and social scientific

literanare, including the works of Norbert
Elias, Pierre Bourdieu, J.-C. Passeron and
others to throw light on the *processes of vio-
lence’ involved. This wide ranging study
represents a major contribution to under-
standing violence in general, and it is espe-
cially fascinating for its application of Elias’s
work and other views of European develop-
ment to contemporary Africa.

Tom Inglis, Moral Monopoly: The Rise
and Fall of the Catholic Church in Ireland.
Dublin: University College Dublin Press,
1998. viii +312 pp. ISBN: 1-900621-12-6

The Catholic Church in Ireland has played
a dominant role in every aspect of Inish so-
ciety for a very long time. In a brilliant up-
dated version of his classic Moral Monop-
oly (first published in 1987) Inglis shows
how the Catholic Church has been in de-
cline in Ireland especially since the late
1980s.

The first section of the book discusses how
the Church came to hold such a powerful
position in the first place and the mecha-
nisms it used to maintain this power. Inglis
argucs that Irish Catholics have higher lev-
els of institutional adherence than their
western  European counterparts but that
this, even combined with the organisational
strength of the Catholic Church, is not ade-
quate to explain its power and monopoly
over Insh society. One needs to examine
how the Church controlled and influenced
the social, cconomic and political aspects of
Irish society as well, and here Inglis draws
on Pierre Bourdieu’s accounts of symbaolic
power and cultural capital.

Drawing on the work of Norbert Elias,
Inglis shows how the Inish civilising pro-
cess was undertaken in and through the
Catholic Church, “The church, family and
community with the priest at the head be-
came major power blocs and alliances in
Irish society” (p. 152). The priest was the
model of a civilised agent in Irish society —
what Blanshard in 1954 called the ‘moral
policeman’. Controlling and regulating sex
was central to maintaining the church’s
power. There were different ways of
achieving this such as through penitentials,
the education system, parish visitation. But
the most important and probably the stron-
gest link the church had in gaining and
maintaining control was, according to
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Inglis, the Irish mother. It was the women
who were the main targets of the confes-
sional where the priests would question
them on their sexual activitics or thoughts
and administer suitable penances. “The
sexual moralisation process became cen-
tred upon gaining control of women'’s sex’
{pp. 145-6).

Not only did they control this aspect of
women’s lives, but also used the [rish
mother to spread these beliefs throughout
her family. She was a tool in the crafty
manoeuvres of the Church to gain power.
The ability of the church to control what
its members did and said depended on
children being brought up in accordance
with these teachings and so the indoctri-
nation process had to begin at home.

Through parish visitations the priest
gained detailed knowledge of the moral
and social goings-on of his parishioners,
and, since the priest was the most power-
ful person who regularly visited the Irish
mother, a close and trusting relationship
built up.

In addition to revising alt the earlier chap-
ters, Inglis has written an additional chapter
which examines the breakdown of the
power of the Catholic Church in Irish soci-
ety. He believes that the church is no longer
the conscience of the Irish people and that
Catholics are now more likely to make up
their minds on what 1s right and wrong by
what they hear discussed in the media
rather than by priests. Inglis found direct
evidence of the Catholic Church having de-
clined significantly in the last decade. "The
media have driven a stake into the heart of
the institutional Church from which it will
recover, but never fully’ (p. 257).

Although there has been a dramatic decline
in the Church’s power in recent decades, in
the last chapter Inglis — retuming to
Bourdieu — argues that the Catholic Church
still has considerable influence in the reli-
gious ficld and also continues to have a cer-
tain influence in defining the character of
Inish social life in terms of ‘people attaining
social, cultural and symbolic capital” (p.
13),

Aoife Rickard
University College Dublin

Peter Burke, ‘Civilisation, Discipline and
Disorder: Three Case studies in History
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and Social Theory’, Theoria June 1996, pp.
21-35,

In this article the prominent socio-cultural
historian Peter Burke (University of Cam-
bridge) discusses the relation between his-
tory and social theory with reference to
three books by authors who emerged from
very different cultures and disciplines:

Elias’s The Civilising Process, Foucault’s
Discipline and Punish, and Bakhtin’s

Rabelais and his World. He contends that
Elias and Foucault ‘cach compensate for
the weakness of the other’; Foucault may
be described as turning Elias on his head.
‘Elias emphasised self-control, Foucault
state control. Elias accepted the idea of so-
cial or cultural evolution, while Foucault
followed Nietzsche in rejecting it ...
Bakhtin, like Foucault, disliked the disci-
plinary society ... but he preferred to con-
centrate on disorder, ... especially the play-
ful reversal of the normal order of things.’

Kuzmics, Helmut, ‘Zur Soziogenese der
dsterreichischen Mentalitit’, in Max Preglau
and Rudolf Richter, eds., Posmmodernes
Osterreich?, Vienna, Signum, 1998, pp.
2344,

Helmut Kuzmics writes on authority and Aus-
rian ‘national character’, its continuity and
changes from the monarchy 1o the present.

Watson, J.L. {ed.), Golden Arches East.
Stantord, CA: Stanford University Press,
1998.

Eric Jones writes to point out how this col-
lection of cssays on the impact of
MacDonalds fast-food outlets in the Far
East can be read in the light of Elias’s the-
ory. It shows (among other things) how
MacDonalds subjects people to Western
‘civilising” pressures in relation to such
matters as queuing, clean toilets, and table
manners.

P. N. Stearns & J. Lewis (eds), 4n Emo-
tional History of the United States. New
York: Noew York University Press, 1998,

A fascinating collection of recent research on

the history of emiotions in Ametica, including
Cas Wouters’s ‘Etiquette Books and Emotion
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Management in the Twentieth Century” (pp.
283-304).

W. Ludwig Mayerhofer ‘Discipline or
distinction? On the interpretation of
Norbert Elias’s Theory of the Civilising
Process’, Kalner Zeilschrift fiir Soziologie
und Sozialpsychologie, 50 (2) 1998,

The persistent popularity of the sociology
of Norbert Elias {cspecially in Furope) is
largely due to his theory of the Civilising
Process. In a critical discussion of this the-
ory, this paper first points out gaps that cast
doubts on Elias’s claim that his theory can
account for developments from the Middle
Ages to the twentieth century. Above all,
the question is raised whether twenti-
eth-century developments can be ade-
quately understood in Elias’s picture of
‘civilised” man restricted by a tight super-
cgo and increasing barriers of shame and
embarrassment; a lack of decrease of vio-
lence as well as processes of pluralisation
and relaxation of norms of conduct stand in
stark contrast to this picture. It is argued that
Elias outlined four processes underpinning
the development of ‘civilisation’, and that
all four processes were conceptualized in
terms of societal integration and individual
restrictions (‘discipline’), However, these
processes could be interpreted in different
terms  (“distinction”), and thus the
one-sidedness of Elias’s account may be
overcome.

J.  Maguire. and L. Mansfield,
“No-body’s perfect”™ Women, aerobics,
and the body beautiful’, Sociology of Sport
Journal, 1998, 15 (2) 1998: 109-137.

This paper secks to synthesise aspects of
ferminism and figurational (process) sociol-
ogy. Women’s bodies are viewed as sites for
studying interrelationships between power,
gender, and identity construction. The be-
havioural and emotional rituals of women in
a specific aerobics class are mapped out and
located within the ‘exercise-body beautiful
complex.” We explore the way in which so-
cial constraints and individual self-control
interweave in the rationalised management
of women’s bodies. The embodied experi-
ences of these women are intertwined with
long term enabling and constraining fea-
tures. Covertly discmpowering, the ‘exer-
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cise-body beautifal complex” reinforces es-
tablished standards of femininity. The
realignment of dominant images of feminin-
ity is advocated in order to extend the liberat-
ing features of the figuration in question.

B RECENT CONFERENCES

EARLY MODERN HISTORY AND
THE ‘CIVILISING PROCESS'
University of Leicester, 14-16
April 1998

Over seventy scholars from five disciplines
(History, Sociology, Anthropology, Art His-
tory, and Literary Criticism) and seven nations
(Britain, Ireland, United States, Holland, Italy,
France arl Denmark) gathered in Leicester on
14-16 April 1998 to discuss ‘The Civilising
Process and Early Modem History’. Organ-
ised by Leicester historians, the conference
was a most rewarding cross-disciplinary expe-
rience, notable for its warm, constructive and
exhilarating debates in conferenee  rooms,
across dining tables, and in bars. Indeed, the
only flicker of tension between disciplines was
on the third moming of the conference, when
Professor Eric Dunning was seen namowly ©
miss scraping the car of one of the organising
historians as he sped into a parking spot on his
way, it must be said, to deliver a most stimulat-
ing and entertaining plenary lecture.

The root-motivation for the conference were
the continuing sigmificance of the ‘civilising
process’ for the nature of socicty between 1500
and 1800, and Norbert Elias’s arguably still
under-recognised contribution to the develop-
ment of sociclogy at Leicester both as a mem-
ber of staff and a fund of inspining ideas. The
conference was otganised around six principal
themes, all of which were either squarely ad-
dressed in The Civilising Process, or have be-
come subject w0 its powerful explanatory
frameworks. The six areas for consideration
were: punishment, personal appearance and
grooming, art and culture, domestic relations
and self-control. Peter Burke, Martin Albrow,
Eric Dunning, and Pieter Spicrenburg contrib-
uted plenary addresses. Richard Brown deliv-
ered a highly amusing and informative talk af-
ter the conference dinner.

Participants were encouraged to cross disci-
plines, to refloct more generally on the
many-sided relations between history, litera-
ture, art, and the social sciences, as well as
commenting on their particular aspect of the
early modem past. It would be more or less
fair to say that the ‘civilising process’



emerged intact from three days of debate.
Some speakers felt that it still provided
first-rate building bricks for explaining early
modemn contexts and concepts; others pre-
ferred to sample more selectively, and focus
on particular aspects of Elias’s exposition;
still others, expressed rather more caution
and, in some cases, a constructive scepticism,
testing the limits of applying Elias. The en-
thusiasm of every participant was plain to sec:
the conference over, it was clear that debates
had been energised and challenged through
fresh perspectives on new and old issues.
And these conversations continue.

Following Peter Burke’s opening plenary, we
began with punishment. Richard Evans, Jim
Sharpe, and Pieter Spierenburg reminded us
of just how contested, creative, and compli-
cated this hotly-dcbated subject has become.
The session on personal grooming covered
clothing, dressing, costume books and em-
bodiment, beards, hair and the expression of
the self (Margaret Pelling, Andrew Gordor,
Philip Carter). Texts and visual images were
discussed by Mary Hamer, Warren Boutcher,
Colin Keaveney, and Stephen Mennell; a
feast of culinary cultures, Turkish styles, and
Montaigne. Warren Boutcher raised the
question: ‘Do books civilise?”.

We then turmed out atiention to domestic rela-
tions, and we were treated to a first-rate paper
by Fay Bound on love and the letter in Eng-
land, 1660-1760, a state-of-the-art review of
the earty modem family by Keith Wrightson,
and a fascinating scnse of the possibilities of
Elias’s ideas for the study of service. The
state and the court were examined through
visualisations of the cighteenth century mari-
time nation, early steps in the formation of the
English state, and the connections between
absolutism, etiquette, and the roots of French
identity {Geoff Quilley, Steve Hindle, Robent
Muchembled). Finally, the parting shot was a
stimulating discussion of mentalities and ci-
vility. Mark Jenner discussed civilisation and
deodorisation; David Gentilcore map- ped le-
gal figurations of medical practice and dis-
course; Markda Peltonen retumed to the early
modem duel; and Jonathan Walker breathed
fresh life into debates about noble violence
and ceremony in early modem Venice,

We managed to get through a great deal in
just over forty-eight hours, but it was well
worth it. It was an unusualty coherent confer-
ence, not least because numbers were tact-
cally limited, parallel sessions were dropped
for their splintering effects, and Elias pro-
vided a strong backbone. The participants
must all be congratulated for the quality of

their contributions. A selection of the papers
will be published. Fourteen essays will ap-
pear in Revisiting Efias: Early Modern His-
torv and the ‘Civilising Process ' (eds., Nicho-
Ias Davidson and Paul Griffiths). We hope to
publish Revisiting Elias with Polity Press, the
stable for so many of Elias’s own works. A
conference on leisure and free-time — areas of
human experience in which Elias was not a
little interested — is being planned for April
2000 in Leicester.

Paul Griffiths
Department of Economic and Social History
University of Leicester

SOMMES-NOUS CIVILIS€S? —
BILAN DU XXe SleCLE
Société des Gens de Leftres,
Paris, 10 April 1998,

This one-day conference was organised by
Alain Garrigou of the Université de Panis X —
Nantetre. Presiding at the moming session
was Howard S. Becker (University of Wash-
ington). Jack Goody, Professor Emeritus of
Anthrepology at the University of Cam-
bridge, presented a paper on ‘Civilisation and
Modenusation; A Critical Assessment’, the
critical assessment centring on Elias’s theory
of civilising processes as it applies to Aftica;
Goody, himsclf'a West African specialist, had
encountered Norbert Elias m Ghana in
1962-64. Tn a paper entitled “The Paradox of
Pacification’, Johan CGoudsblom responded
sympathetically to Jack Goody, and one had a
sensc that there was at least a partial meeting
of minds. Other speakers included: Alain
Garrigou on “The lost sense of history: how 1o
recount  the twenticth century’;  Peter
Gleichmann (Hanover) on ‘Are humans able
to stop killing one another?” {in which he in-
troduced  the  chilling  concopt  of
‘thanatogenetic  industries”); and  Stephen

of the debate’, in which he reported on his
discussions with Godfiied van Benthem van
den Bergh about that roublesome notion,

Norbert Elias and the Social
Sciences at the End of the
Twentieth Century
International Symposium in
Bucaramanga, Colombiq,
24-26 June 1998.

This conference was organised by Vera
Weiler of the National University in

Figurations

Bogoti. The conference was supported by
the Industrial University of Santander in
Bucaramanga and the National University of
Colombia. Invited speakers were: José
Esteban Castro, Peter Gleichman, Johan
Goudsblom, Fred Spier, Pieter Spierenburg,
Willem Mastenbroek and Cas Wouters.

The conference was well attended: about 50
participants were expected, but in fact more
than 200 people participated from universities
all over Colombia. After each lecture there
were many questions and some very lively
discussions which often had to do with the
tensions and conflicts in Colombian society.
The conference papers were translated into
Spanish and have already been published in a
fine volume: Vera Weiler (ed), Figuraciones
en Proceso, Fondacion Social, Santa Fé de
Bogoti, 1998. The many participants and the
great interest in the conference book can be
seen as symptomatic of the rapidly growing
interest among Latin

American social scientists in the work of
Elias. It seems to me there is a kind of barrier
in the social sciences between the English and
the Spanish speaking parts of the world. The
conference was expetienced as an opportu-
nity to bridge this barrier.

The participants represented a wide range
of disciplines; among them many historians
and sociologists. Historians especially are
showing a great interest. This resembles the
situation I have encountered in other Latin
American countries, Historians secm to
take a prominent position when it comes to
introducing innovative approaches in the
social sciences. How does this compare
with the situation clsewhere?

Willem Masternbroek
Vrije Universiteit van Amsterdam

WORLD CONGRESS OF
SOCIOLOGY

Montreal 26 July-1 August
1998

AD HOC SESSIONS ON
FIGURATIONAL SOCIOLOGY

The Ad Hoc Group on Figurational sociol-
ogy proceeded smoothly and productively
despite the absence of one of its main orga-
nizers, Paul Nixon (Cambridge). The ses-
sions took place over two afternoons and
were both well attended, with a broad range
of themes being discussed on cach occasion.
On the first day, Dennis Smith {(Aston Uni-
versity) opened the session with a paper on
Elias and the new Furope, where he outlined
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how The Court Society might help us under-
stand the sociogenesis of the European move-
ment. He was followed by Chris Shilling
(University of Portsmouth) with a paper on
‘Sensual socialides and the embodied bases
of knowledge’, discussing the sociological
traditions that allow for a conceptualization of
sensual embodiment. Catelijne Akkermans
(University of Amsterdam) presented a paper
written and researched by herself and Wouter
Gomperts, on developments in municipal
health care in Amsterdam between 1933 and
1988. The paper was based on the study of
clinical archives, and discussed the apparent
changes in clinical presentations over this me-
dium-term period. Patricia Mulready, one of
the chairs for this session with Monica Greco,
presented her ongoing research on fashion.
Day one was concluded by Joseph Maguire
{Loughborough University) with a paper on
*Sport, identity politics and national habitus’,
illustrated to great effect with examples from
the recent World Cup among others. The sec-
ond session was opened by Monica Greco
{Goldsmiths College, London) with a paper
on ‘alexithymia’ entitled “Without words for
emotions”: on pathogenic normality, which
discussed the rise to prominence of this ¢lini-
cal phenomenon in recent medical/psychiat-
ric literature. Stephen Mennell {University
College, Dublin) followed, on ‘Network the-
ory and the social constaint towards
self-constraint’, during which he introduced
Elias” diagram for a figuration — allegedly in
the shape of “false teeth’ ~ to those of us who
had not come across it before. Bram de
Swaan (University of Amsterdam) discussed
mass extermination in modem societics and
proposed a revision of Elias’s account of the
Holocaust, by introducing the notion of
dys-civilizing processes, Robert van Krieken
(University of Sydney) closed tus session
with a close discussion of the critical positions
of Hans-Peter Duerr,

At the end of the two sessions signatures were
collected to upgrade the Figurations Group
from an Ad Hoe to a Working Group of the
Intemational Sociclogical Association.

Monica Greco

Goldsmiths College

B FORTHCOMING
CONFERENCES

On Time; History, Science,
Commemoration

The Royal Historical Society announces a
conference entitled ‘On Time: History, Sci-
ence, Commemoration’, to be held on
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16-19 September 1999 at the Merscyside
Maritime Museun in the historic Albert
Dock in the heart of Liverpool.

Thirty-minute papers are invited on ‘many
aspects of the history and science of time,
including: creation stories, calendars and
timetables, commemorations, work time
and other units of time, the scientific mea-
surement of time, cultures of time, religion
and time, nostalgia, the past and the future.”

Brief proposals should be sent to Dr Roger
Quinault, Honorary Secretary, Roval His-
torical Society, University College London,
CGower Street, London, WCIE 6BT. Tele-
phone/Fax:; ~44-171-387 7532.

This conference would appear to be highly
rclevant to anyone pursuing research under
the influence of Elias’s Time: An Essay.

European Sociological
Association

Fourth European Conference
of Sociology

WILL EUROPE WORK?

18-21 August, 1999,
Amsterdam

The European Sociological Association
hosts its fourth conference on 18-21 Au-
gust, 1999 at the Vrije Universiteit Amster-
dam. The conference theme is Will Ewrope
Work? 'The theme will be explored focus-
ing particularly on the issues of work and
inequalities, constructing identities and in-
stitutions, and Europe’s working in the
world in the process of the unification of
Europe.

Cull for papers: Abstracts of papers (not
exceeding 250 words) should be sent not
later than 15 January, 1999 to the confer-
ence secretariat

SISWO

Plantage Muidergracht 4

1018 TV Amsterdam

The Netherlands

XV World Congress of
Sociology
Brisbane 8-12 July 2002

This is looking a long way ahead! At the
close of the World Congress in Montreal in
July 1998, it was decided that instead of
having an Ad Hoc Group on Figurational
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Sociology as at Bielefeld and Montreal we
should request that two new Thematic
Groups be established within the Interna-
tional Sociological Association. One will
be on *Civilisation’, the other on ‘Historical
Sociology’, and we hope that the two
groups will be able to collaborate in pro-
moting sessions at the next world congress
in Brisbane in 2002.

Besides this we hope that the ISA will agree
to there being a Symposium en “The
Comparative Study of Empires’, Johann
Amason of La Trobe University (Mel-
boumne) has offered to act as co-ordinator of
the symposium.

He writes: The comparative analysis of
imperial formation is one of the most
strikingly underdeveloped themes of his-
torical sociology. S.N Eiscnstadt’s pio-
neering study, first published in 1963, has
not been followed by any work of compa-
rablc scope. In the context of Eisenstadt’s
own project, The Political Systems of Em-
pires was the transitional text, followed
by the development of a civilisational
theory whose potential for the topic in
question has yet to be fully utilised. Other
schools in the field have failed to confront
the problem in a systematic fashion. In
particular, the seminal contribution of
figurational sociology to the analysis of
state formation has so far had a limited
impact in this arca.

The symposium should take stock of recent
work in the field and explore some key
themes; if possible, it should include histori-
ans and/or area specialists. It would focus on
theoretical issues as well as on some particu-
larty important cases. On the theoretical side,
three questions wouald seem most significant:
The study of empires from the viewpoint of
the comparative analysis of civilisations; the
importance of imperial formations for the
relativisation or deconstruction of the distine-
ton between tradition and modemity; and the
problematic of imperial state formation, with
particular emphasis on the figurational para-
digm. On the substantive side, the most obvi-
ous examples to consider would be the Ro-
man, Chinese, Ottoman, Habsburg and
Russian empires, as well as the European
overseas colonial empires, with regard to the
dynamics of state formation at home as well
as overseas.

Readers interested — even at this early stage
— in taking part in the proposed Symposium
on The Comparative Study of FEmpires
should contact:

1.



Dr Johann Arnason

School of Sociology and Anthrpology
La Trobe University

Bundoora, VIC 3083

Australia

Tel. 00-61-3-9479 2286

Fax: 00-61-3-9479 2705

g-mail; j.amason(@latrobe.edu.au

B CIVILISATION AND
VIOLENCE

Although violence should be prominent
among the central themes of the social sci-
ences, it does not play a major role in most
important contemporary social theories. The
problem of violence is either considered
solved (legal state monopoly of violence) or is
pushed to the edge of society (then it is a relic
of pre-modem times or something pathologi-
cal). Consequently there has ocourred an op-
position between modemnity and violence:
Western civilisation i its self-image is re-
garded as a non-violent modemity - despite
the fact that the twentieth century in particular
has been a century of violence.

At present | am investigating the relationship
between civilisation, vielence and the various
decivilising processes of this cenaury and I in-
tend to finish that investigation in form of my
Habilitationsschrift in spring 1999, After
some introductory discussion of the sociology
of violence, and of the terms civilisation, cul-
ture and modernity under the aspect of vio-
lence, 1 focus on the different approaches of
classical civilisational theories. [ have there-
fore chosen to compare the theories of
Sigmund Freud, Max and Alfred Weber,
Norbert Elias and Max Ilorkheimer and
Theodor W. Adomo systematically under the
following aspects: What do these persons
mean by civilisation or culture and what di-
rection does the process of civilisation take?
What is their understanding of violence?
With which kinds and fonms of violence are
the authors concerned in their theories? How
do they construct the relationship between
civilisation and violence? Are they able to in-
tegrate violence logtcally into the systernatic
core of their theorics and, if not, what are the
contradictions and ambivalence resulting
from this? What kind of relationship exists
between their approaches and the manifold
and repeated processes of decivilisation in the
twenticth century? OF special interest for my
study is the guestion of how and to what cx-
tent these authors contribute to an understand-
ing of the macro-crirmes of the century (like
the two World Wars, the Holocaust, the
Gulag systemn in the former Soviet Union) as

the most important test cases for the maturity
of civilised behaviour among humankind. In
the case of those authors who did not experi-
ence these events in their Lifetime, I will look
for possible explanations for these horrors that
might emerge from their theories in retro-
spect. By systematically reconstructing their
approaches I will atternpt to explain the con-
siderable differences among thern, including
specific justifications for their arguments. 1
shall also take into account the theoretical de-
bates resulting from these theories.

Sigmund Freud acknowledges in his cultural
writings the specific fragility of modem cul-
ture and considers a regression to barbarism
to be possible at any time. If one reads Max
Weber in an evolutionary manner, it becomes
clear that he tends to an optimistic view with
respect to violence (increasing pacification of
societies in the process of westemn rationatis-
ation via monopolisation of the central mcans
of violence). Ilis terminology offers various
possibilities for explaining and theoretically
integrating a phenomenon like National So-
cialism and its violent character.

Alfred Weber is one of the few sociologists
who concemed himself both with the World
Wars and totalitarian rule in the diagnosis of
his time. His highly positive estimation of
culture against the more or less ordinary pro-
cesses of civilisation and of socictal develop-
ment doces not at all ignore the perceived cul-
tural crisis of his era. If one disregards the
demonological and tirational aspects of his
theory, explanations for the phenomenon of
collective violence can be found in the mech-
anisms of excessive burcaucratisation and the
coming of the so calied *fourth man’.

The Frankfurt School explicitly deals with the
“dialectics of enlightenment” by using numer-
ous historical-philosophical  constructions,
Horkheimer and Adomo sought explanations
for the escalation of violence in the twentieth
century by examining authoritarian personal-
ity structures and the mind-deforming princi-
ples of capitalism. Their pessimistic view of
history becormes evident in their regarding the
principles of enlighterment (instrumental rea-
son and technical rationality) and the very in-
stitutions of modernity themselves as decisive
preconditions for the Holocaust.

How does Norbert Elias fit into this context?
Norbert Elias was not only the author, in his
carly years, of one of the most profound and
far-reaching {and least optimistic) models of
civilisation. Perhaps he is also the sociologist
who contributes most to an understanding of
individual and collective violence, the rise of
National Socialism and other forms of group
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violence. Although the means of control of
violence is of great importance for him,
Elias™s terms prepare the ground for under-
standing and interpreting various aspects of
National Socialism and genocide in Ger-
many. But I do not believe violence to be the
great theme of his life’s work, nor do I con-
sider The Chvilising Process to be one of the
great intellectual reactions to the rise of Na-
zism (as Peter Gleichmann suggests and
Hermann Korte rejects). Nor do 1 think that it
is easily possible to integrate his later work on
violence (especially The Germans) into his
carlier vision of the civilising process and the
categories and terms used there, as recently
Jonathan Fletcher has contended in his chill-
ing introductory work on Elias [Violence and
Civilisation, Polity Press, 1997 — see Figura-
tions 9] and as most Elias scholars have done
in the past. Contrary to them, and in agree-
ment with Robert van Kricken, I don’t as-
sume that Elias’s work forms a unified whole,
but consider that — especially with regard to
violence — it reveals contradictions and ten-
sions between different parts of his writings.
The neglect of these tensions was responsible
for some of the persistent controversies and
misunderstandings of the civilising process.

In general [ intend to contribute to an ade-
quate understanding of the relationship be-
tween modemity and violence, and 1 am try-
ing to provide differentiated reasons to justify
the thesis that modernity is highly ambivalent
with respect to violence.

Peter Imbusch

Institut fiir Soologie, Phitipps-Uni- versitit
Marburg, Wilhclm Ropke-Str. 6 K, 35032
Marburg

B LITURGY AND
CIVILISING PROCESSES

In The Royal Touch, Mare Bloch - famous
historian and conternporary of Norbert Elias --
placed his finger on the historical pulse when
he linked the imposition of Roman over
Gallcan liturgical rites by Pepin 11 to the sac-
rosanct ‘Royal Touch’ and legitimacy of the
Frankish kings. Pepin I, foliowed by Char-
lemagne, were the first French kings to re-
ceive unction, i.e. ablution, by virtue of king-
ship, in contrast to the carlier Merovingians
who, even in the case of Clovis, received the
rite prescribed by the Gallicans for all cate-
chumens. Thus Pepin enacted an ‘irony of
history” by coupling his uswpation of legit-
macy with imposition of the Roman liturgy,
and even more so, by an adaptation of an Old
Testament rite reserved for Hebrew chiefs.
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Pierre Bourdieu’s analysis (in Language and
Symbolic Power, 1991) of rites of institution
miakes possible a direct address to the implicit
exchange between Crown and Papacy insin-
uated by the pre-emption of Roman liturgical
rites onto the Frankish temitories and the first
celebration of Royal unction it what would
become France. According to Bourdieu, the
‘magical efficacy’ of such rites hinges upon
certain social conditions that converge to
guarantee the distinction and importance of a
legitimating language. At a minimum, these
conditions ‘ensure the production of appro-
priate senders and receivers” such that the ca-
pacity among a people to reproduce a sym-
bolic rituat is matched by a capacity to
recognise the production as an authentic mark
of distinction, symbolising and simulta-
neously legitimating relations of domination.

The ‘magical efficacy’ evokes a symbolic
transformation of the individual consecrated
and of the symbolic representation others
have of him as a consequence of the ritual,
Moreover, these are not just scripts and actors,
The designated heir genuinely believes in the
identity transformation ritually inscribed and
comes to behave, as second nature, differ-
ently, Similarly, the witncsscs adapt their be-
haviour habitually to conform with an elabo-
rate ceremonial protocol that defines codes of
interaction for different strata toward one set
apart by this near irreversible ritual.

Both Max  Weber's concept  of
Gentilcharisma and Norbert Elias’s com-
mentary on it (“Group Charisma and Group
Disgrace,” in The Norbert Elias Reader,
Blackwell 1998) bear mentioning in this con-
text since the ritual cxchange inscribes an en-
tire caste — not restricted to familial lines — that
is set apart by the mechanisms guaranteeing
production and recognition of both 4 hicrar-
chy and a group charisma. Recognition of le-
gitimate royal power and privilege entails rec-
ognition of both the rites and of those
individuals authorised under these rites to en-
act and celebrate the inscription. Thus, while
ostensibly buttressing the power of the King,
the inscription simultaneously bolsters the
distinction of the celebrunts and their sym-
bolic rituals.

Charlemagne made clcar his commitment to
Roman litwrgy as legitimate ritual through a
serics of edicts to clergy commanding them to
learn the Roman chant thoroughly. The coin-
cident massive expansion of scriptoria, mon-
asteries, ecclesiastic schools and book pro-
duction, referred to as the Carolingian
Renaissance, needs but mere mention to
trigger recognition of how the goal of rapid
dissemination of an imposed chant reper-
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Stephen Mennell’s Norbert Elias:
An Introduction is now available again.

‘Stephen Mennell’s book on Norbert Elias
amply satisfies the need for a full-scale, inte-
grated, and comprehensive exegesis of the
work of this enigmatic social theonst. It also
provides an introduction to the research pro-
gram set in motion by the figurational sociol-
ogy that Eliag developed ... The book is a
pleasure to read.” — Contemporary Sociology

‘Stephen Mennell's magisterial Norbert
Elias® — Times Literary Supplement

‘Reading this comprehensive introduction to Norbert Elias is not only an excel-
lent guide to the richness of Elias’s thought, it is also an important contribution
to the future directions of the sociological enterprise’ Joanne Finkelstein, — Soci-
ology

‘this marvellous beok ... crisp, clear and erudite’ — Choice

‘Eltas has finally been hucky: he has found a writer capable of understanding his
ideas, of communicating their importance to the lay, non-sociological rcader
and of showing how they link up with the concerns pursued in at least two other
disciplines.” Journal of European Studies

Published by University College Dublin Press
ISBN: 1 900621 20 7

paperback, 352 pp.

£14.95

Copics arc available from bookselters, In case of difficulty please contact:

Ireland: Colurmba Mercier Distribution, Unit 55A Spruce Avenue, Sttllorgan Industrial
Park, Blackrock, Co, Dublin Tel + 353 1 294 2560 Fax - 333 1 294 2564

North America: Dufour Editions, PO Box 7. Chester Springs, Pennsylvania 19425-0007
USA. Tel. (610) 458 5005 Fax {610) 458 7103

Creat Britain, Europe and all other territories: Central Books, 99 Wallis Road, London E9
51N, England Tel. —44 (0) 181 986 4854 Fax +44 (0} 181 533 5821

Australia and New Zealand: Eleanor Brasch Enterprises, P.O. Box 586, Artamon, NSW
2064, Australia. Tel. +61-2-9419 8717 Fax :61-2- 94197930 email cbef@entemet. com.au

tory took place. A new stratum of “sacred
intellectuals’ emerged, fuclling and fuelled
by the movement of the aristocracy into the
monastic orders. Now set apart, as Max
Weber noted, the monastics, especially the
Cluniacs, became the first professionals.
“The monk lived in a methodical fashion, he
scheduled his time, practised continuous
self-control, rejected all spontaneous enjoy-
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ments and all personal obligations that did not
serve the purposes of his vocation. Thus he
was predestined to serve as the principal tool
of bureaucratic centralisation and rationalis-
ation in the church.’

The monastic movement survived even as the
centrifiugat forces eroded the geopoliticat uni-
fication brought about by Charlemagne and



the Carolingiars. In this context cultural pro-
duction in the form of music theory and new
titurgical forms flourished. The dominant the-
ory to etmerge during and afier the ninth cen-
tury was that of mode. Not surprising, given
the mitial goals, this was largely a theory of
musical grammar and syntax characteristic of
Roman chant, that cnabled rapid classifica-
tion, organisation and memorisation of the re-
cefved repertory. This pragmatic work like-
wise gave rise to an emendation of existing
chants, as well as to a proliferation in compo-
sitions that ‘sounded like” Roman chant. The
most popular genre to emerge was the
thymed numerical office.

The rhymed numerical offices represent an
expansion of the Canonical Hours, or Divine
Offices, which, with their seven daily prayers,
proper to the day, underscored the organisa-
tion of time in the cloistered orders. Most of
the nearly 1500 newly composed offices rep-
resent the application of a formulaic ritual to
tell a story, an historia, at a local level for the
purpose of evoking recognition, the unction,
of a deceased person as a saint. Upon papal
recognition, the Offices of newly recognised
saints were added to the Sanctorale, or the lit-
urgy proper to a feast day.

Even more significant were those rare addi-
tions to the 7emporale, or that part of the litur-
gical year re-enacting the life of Jesus on earth,
The Feast of Corpus Christi was one of six and
symbolically the most important of these addi-
tions. Initially ¢elebrated in 1246 in the dio-
cese of Lidge, the geographical locale of
Aachen, “capital’ of the Carolingian empire, it
was adopted for the universal church in 1263
by a Papal Bull of Urban IV, fonmerly Jacques
Panteleon of Troyes and Bishop of Licge.
While ‘authorship’ has tradiionally been as-
signed to his chief theologian, Thomas Aqui-
nas, Juliana of Liége, an Augustinian nun,
most hikely picced an earlier version together
from existing material,

Thirty-two extant Psalters with vernacular po-
ems and illuminations, as well as saint’s vitac
from the pertod, give witness to the origins of
the Feast in a movement emanating from an
excess of celibate women in Liége. The excess
of women and their relationships to men paral-
lel those identified by Elias as moted in the ex-
cess of second-bom sons deprived of ancestral
inheritance as a consequence of Captian pri-
mogenitwre, Both the movement and the “au-
thorship® of the original version by Juliana
constitute another irony of history. The feast
celebrates that symbolic capital which func-
tioned 1o keep women both within the religious
fold and powerless, ie. transubstantiation of

the Host and sacerdotal authority, even while
incorporating the Marian Tree of Jesse.

The delicate and hidden mechanisms of
debt and exchange at play in the institution
of the Rite of Corpus Chnisti and that rite
canonising Louis IX, Christocentric
Capetian king and protector of the Roman
papacy, merit careful examination. These
two ceremonies received the requisite papal
recognition at approximatcly thc same
time, 1f under different Popes then still un-
der a Holy See indebted to the French not
least through favours to Urban V. More-
over, both functioned to fortify the
higrocratic monopoly on ceremonial trans-
formations while simultanecusly rationalis-
ing a Gentilcharisma. The rationalisation
process at work might best be described as
a set of organisational mechanisms that si-
multancously absorb and “‘quarantine’ irra-
tional idcas that have the virtue of logical
consistency with a broader political agenda.

Barbara Walters
City University of New York - Kingshorough

[This article, revised from a presentation at the
Ad Hoc Figarational Sociology session at ISA
in Montreal, summanises a book project, Meta-
morphosis and Fine Amowr: The Corpus
Christi Movement in Thirteenth-Century Licge,
by Barbara Walters and Peter T. Ricketts of the
University of Birmingham. Tharks to Stephen
Mennell, Dennis Smith, Ann Buckley and
Marshall Battani for comments.)

M ELIAS WEBSITES AND
E-MAIL DISCUSSION LIST

Robert van Kneken has re-organised the Syd-
ney web site, incorporating frames. This
means that you need a reasonably up-to-date
web browser. The new URL is:http://www,
wsyd.oduaw/su/social/clias/chasframe. html

ELIAS-I: The electronic discussion list

Electronic discussion lists are now much
used by researchers in many ficlds for shar-
ing information on research, meetings,
grants, and for initiating informal discus-
sion of research topics. There is a discus-
sion list specifically of interest to readers of
Figurations. Its name is ELIAS-L.

All you need to participate in this interna-
tional network is an e-mail address.

You subscribe to the ELIAS-I list simply
by sending a message to:
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LISTSERV @nic.surfnet.nl
with this text in the BODY of the message
{not in the subject heading space):

subscribe ELIAS-T your full name.

LISTSERV is a computer program, so
please mail the list-owner for help with sub-
scrbing, unsubscribing or any other prob-
lem with the list;

roukens@siswo.uva.nl

Messages meant to be distributed to all the
members of the list should be sent to:
ELIAS-I@nic.surfnet.nl

The archive of all previous contributions to
the list is available in html format at the ad-
dress:http://listserv.surfnet.nl/archives/
elias-i.html

Il CONTRIBUTIONS TO
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